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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON 
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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON. 
214-  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS, 
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Letters  cr  valuable  parcels  bearing  lie  name 
and  address  of  the  writer  or  sender  are  not  sent  to 
the  Dead  Lotter  Offioo  to  bo  opened,  but  are  return- 
Qii  direct  to  the  sender  from  the  Post  Office  to  which 


(.Office  JDcpuriuicut. 


OFFICE  Of,  j.  ‘nu^uuiuimii  i  uui mum  jji: 

dead! letter  office. 


i’FICIAL'BrrsiNEgS.' 


A  penalty  of  $300  is  fixed  by  law  for  using  this  en¬ 
velope  to  avoid  payment  of  postage  on  private  matter. 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS- 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON. 
LITCHFIELD. 

CONN  . 


Messrs.  S.H.&  H. Chapman 

Phil  ad elphia. 

GeD  tl  emen: 


29th.  August,  1901. 


Replying  to  yours  of  the  27th.  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
you  send  me  the  small  parcel  of  Greek  coins  as  suggested.  It  must  be 
.lowever  with  the  understanding  that  I  may  be  unable  to  examine  and 
return  for  a  week  or  ten  days  possible,  as  it  is  towards  the  end  of 
the  summer,  and  I  am  expecting  to  go  shortly  to  the  seashore  and  to 
Buffalo.  Or  if  you  prefer,  the  matter  can  be  left  until  the  middle 
of  October,  when  I  shall  be  again  settled  in  Brooklyn. 

-4 

Very  truly  yours. 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
LITCHFIELD. 

CONN  . 


Messrs.  S.B.  <5=  B. Chapman 
Philadelphia  . 


5th.  September,  1901. 


Gentl  emen: 


I  wish  to  acknowledge  reoeipt  of  your 
favor  of  2nd.  September,  and  of  the  parcel  of  Greek 
coins  sent  therewith. 

Very  truly  yours, 


(/3<w 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 


LITCHFIELD, 


CONN. 


S.Ji.  Ui.  ^ 

\J 

)  3  — if"1  T/ 


I  Obi  '^fZ'jQOi UOKftg  r'uOSlOQ 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
LITCHFIELD. 

CONN  . 


26th.  September,  1901. 

Messrs.  S.H.4-  H. Chapman 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Gentlemen: 

After  a  good  deal  of  unavoidable  delay,  for  which  J  wish 
to  expre.es  my  regret,  I  have  decided  to  keep  twelve  of  the  Greek 
coins  sent  me  for  examination,  the  total  cost  being  $179. 5o  .  For 
this  amount  I  enclose  my  cheque,  requesting  you  to  acknowledge  receipt. 

I  am  also  senaing^by  express  prepaid  ^the  box  containing  the 

remaining  coins,  ivhich  I  trust  will  reach  you  in  safety. 

As  I  move  to  town  early  next  week,  I  beg  you  to  address  me  in 

the  future  at  214  Columbia  Heights,  Brooklyn-New  York. 

Of  the  coins  retained,  I  am  very  glad  to  have  the  Aesillas, 
which  is  a  charming  example,  although  I  bought  one  of  you  just  two 
years  ago:  a  far  inferior  specimen  however.  Also  the  rare  Aigina, 
which  you  have  sent  me  already  at  least  once,  twice  if  I  am  not  mis¬ 
taken.  But  it  is  certainly  a  most  interesting  coin. 

Belive  me 


Very  truly  yours. 
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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
LITCHFIELD, 

CONN. 
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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS, 


BROOKLYN.  NEW  YORK. 


?6th  October,  1903. 


f.'essrs.  s.  H.  rnd  H.  Chapman, 

1348  Pine,  rtreet,  Philr. 

Gentlemen; 

I  have  just  received  'rovr  letter  the  ?4th,  and 
I  'in  doing  so  little  in  Greek  coins  rt  present  for  va¬ 
rious  reasons,  th't  I  do  not  feel  like  asking  vov  to 
send  on  the  lot  about  which  you  ’"rite.  If,  however, 
you.  orre  to  do  this  with  the  strong  possibility  of  my 
not  taking  my  (not  from  any  wish  of  my  own)  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  you  do  so. 

Believe  me, 

very  truly  yours, 


FROM 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON, 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS, 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 


O 


Messrs.  S.  Tl.  r nd  H.  chapmen, 
I3"i8  P.ine  Street, 

Philc delphir , 

pfl  m 


'uosutfQ 


FRANK  SHERMAN  8  E  N  S  O  N 
214  COLU  M  B  I  A  HEIGHTS 
BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK 


19th  November,  1904. 


Messrs,  s.  H.  &  H.  Chapman, 

1348  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  17th.  For 
the  last  year  or  two  I  have  made  very  few  acquisitions,  com¬ 
paratively,  owing  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
the  coin  market  for  really  good  coins,  the  prices  being  kept 
up  to  such  exorbitant  figures  by  a  few  foreign  dealers. 

As  you  express  however  a  willingness  to  send 
these  coins  on  for  me  to  see  without  any  obligation  on  my 
part  to  keep  them  if  for  any  reason  they  are  not  satisfact¬ 
ory,  i  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  do  so,  with  the  unaerstand- 
ing^that  I  do  not  have  to  decide  at  once^as  I  am  very  busy 
at  present. 


Do  not  take  the  trouble  to  send  any  inferior 
coins  or  any  small  ones  as  I  confine  myself,  except  in  rare 
instances,  to  the  didrachms  and  tetradrachms. 


Very  truly  yours, 

^  h  L V  ^  ^  tty1  (Vtv 


J  - 


/UO/ 


214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS 
BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK 


Messrs. 


S.  H.  &  f.  Chapman, 
1348  Pine  Street, 

Philadelphia, 


Penn 


N 


KObl'hZ 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS 
BROOKLYN.  NEW  YORK 


24  November,  1904. 


Messrs.  S.  H.  &.  H.  Chapman, 

1348  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen 

I  have  your  favor  of  the  Plst  with  list  of  Greek 
coins,  and  last  night  sy  box  containing  the  invoice — 16  in  all. 

I  have  examined  these  with  a  great  deal  of  inter¬ 
est,  but  find  that  I  have  the  larger  number,  either  the  same  or 
slightly  different  types.  Two  of  these,  however,  are  superior 
examples  to  my  own,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  make  an  exchange, 
although  the  price  of  one  of  these  is  I  consider  excessive.  These 
coins  are. 


No.  3  Terina, 

"  11  Chersonesos. 

Regarding  the  first,  you  will  find  my  example  il¬ 
lustrated  on  Plate  IV  of  my  articles  on  Greek  coins  in  the  Amer— 
lean  jJournal  of  Numismatics.  No.  These  American  plates  do  not 

give  as  clear  an  idea  of  the  examples  as  the  English  ones  which 
I  am  having  made  now,  being  muddy  and  woolly  in  surface.  This 
shows,  however,  well  enough  that  your  coin  is  undoubtedly  finer 
than  mine  both  in  obverse,  and  in  some  respects  in  the  reverse 
which  is  not  shown.  The  price  however  is  to  me  an  astonishing 
one,  and  if  i  had  been  impelled  to  make  an  offer  siws  some  London 
sale  for  this  coin  I  would  not  have  exceeded  $100.-4  Not  that  I 
would  have  secured  the  coin,  but  that  is  the  valuation  I  place 


FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS 


BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK 


on  it  for  my  collection. 

My  example  of  Chersonesos  you  will  find  No.  295  of 
the  London  sale  of  May,  1900.  As  you  will  see  I  paid  about  $230.- 
for  it.  Yours  also  in  this  case  is  finer,  a  somewhat  broader 
flan  and  obverse,  although  your  reverse  is  not  such  fine  art. 


If  you  are  willing  to  take  these  two  coins  in  exchange 


I  have  decided  I  would  pay  in  addition  $200.-,  and  would  take 
as  well  No.  7  of  Syracuse  at  your  price  —  $60.-  .  I  consider 

this  a  very  generous  offer  on  my  part,  and  if  your  own  feeling  is 
that  it  is  not  a  fair  one  I  would  not  be  willing  to  make  any  ad¬ 
dition. 


I  consider  the  present  prices  of  fine  coins  almost  pro¬ 


hibitive,  and  cannot  agree  with  you  regarding  the  position  of 
the  continental  dealers.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  half  a  dozen 
of  these  force  prices  up  beyond  all  reason,  and  if  no  amateur  is 
found  rich  or  innocent  enough  to  take  the  coin  it  is  retained  for 
some  future  sale,  either  in  public  ;or  in  private  at  a  somewhat 
lower  but  still  exorbitant  figure. 

In  London  last  May  Ute  fine  Amphlpolis  found  no  genu¬ 
ine  bid  beyond  loo  pounds,  being  finalli'-  bought  by  the  owner Af or 
£  196,  nearly  twice  its  value  in  open  competition.  It  is  such  trans¬ 
actions  as  these  that  disgust  a  collector  of  moderate  means. 

I  shall  retain  these  coins  until  I  hear  from  you  regarding 


my  proposition. 


Very  trul>| yours. 


/$£  t,- uSlfrLs 


t 


Messrs.  S.  H.  &  H.  Chapman, 
1348  Pine  street, 

Philadelphia, 


Pa. 


I 
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FRANK  SHERMAN  BENSON 
214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS 
BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK 

29th  November,  1904. 


Messrs.  S.  H.  &  H.  Chapman, 

1348  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Gentlemen 

I  have  your  reply  to  my  offer  regarding  the 
present  invoice  of  coins,  and  for  some  reasons  regret  that  you 
did  not  see  fit  to  accept  my  proposition.  My  own  example  of 
Terina  is  really  a  very  fine  one,  and  I  certainly  do  not  consid¬ 
er  yours  worth  more  than,  if  as  much  as, #100.-  in  addition. 

Your  Chersonesos  is  I  admit  much  finer  than  mine,  but  not  to  a 
greater  extent  than  the  $100.-  i  offered.  The  Syracusan  which  I 
agreed  to  take  for  $60.-  if  this  trade  were  made,  I  do  not  care 
to  keep  otherwise,  so  that  I  have  today  returned  by  express  pre¬ 
paid,  with  your  valuation,  the  entire  invoice  of  sixteen  coins. 

For  one  reason  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  con¬ 
sider  the  present  valuation  as  likely  to  obtain,  but  l_  certain¬ 
ly  should  not  have  paid  for  the  Terina  $250.-  with  any  expect¬ 
ation  of  an  increase. 

I  regret  that  you  have  had  the  trouble  to  send 
the-e  coins  without  our  being  able  to  accomplish  anything. 

I  should  add  that  I  have  sinee  learned  on  good 
authority  that  there  were  genuine  bids  for  the  Allatini  Amphipolis 
up  to  the  high  figure  at  which  he  himself  bid  it  in. 

Very  truly  yours. 


;  i 


: 


A  a  2  a 


214  COLUMBIA  HEIGHTS 
BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK 


Messrs.  S.  H.  &  H.  Chapman, 
1548  Pine  Street, 

Philadelphia, 


Pa 


